Heaney History in Laois/Offaly County

James Hugh Heaney researched his family roots and compiled an impressive amount of information.
Tracing the lineage of his Heaney ancestors, he was able to identify the following individuals:

William Arthur Heaney — born Greenport, NY August 22, 1888 - Deceased March 10, 1969

John Edward Heaney — born Greenport, NY January 16, 1863 - Deceased Sept. 20, 1940

Patrick Heaney — born March 1814, Ireland - Deceased April 8, 1902

Notes in the family Bible state that Patrick had 4 brothers and 3 sisters and he was born in Kings or
Queens County, Ireland in March 1814. It is reported he immigrated to the US in 1848. He married Esther
Leonard and they settled in the Greenport, NY area. They had 4 boys and 2 girls before Esther died at the
young age of 37 in 1872. John Edward was one of their sons.

In 1865, the New York State Census shows Patrick and Esther living with a Mary Greeley, age 50, and
son John, age 19. On the 1880 census, where relationships are shown, his brother in law, Peter Doyle, is
shown to be living with Patrick. Peter supposedly lived on Staten Island and this entry suggests that



Patrick may have had a sister living in the United States. Esther had 3 brothers and 4 sisters and her
mother was Catherine Doyle. It is also possible that one of her sisters married a Doyle and was in the US.

James Heaney — born Ireland

On Patrick’s death certificate, it is reported that his parents were James and Mary Heaney. The 1860
census shows a 70 year old Mary Heaney living with Patrick and Esther. Her name doesn't appear on the
1865 New York State census, so she must have died in between. The census only lists sex and age of
household occupants, but not relationship. There is a good possibility that Mary was Patrick’s mother.

James Hugh Heaney determined that Patrick’s family was from either Kings or Queens County in Ireland,
which presently are known as Offaly and Laois counties. He inquired with the Offaly County Historical
Society and was directed to their local historian, Paddy Heaney of Cadamstown. He corresponded with
Paddy and was told that there were 3 families of Heaneys that lived in the Glenleiter Valley around the
time of Patrick’s early life. The 1821 Census shows 14 Heaneys in those houses, but none of them match
up with James and Mary’s family. Paddy said a fire that damaged many of the local church records in that
area.

In 2002, James and his brothers Jack and Jerry visited Ireland. During the one week trip, they visited
several counties that were relevant to their family history. In Fermanagh County, they stopped into the
Historical Society for some information on their McCaffery ancestors. Their mother, Julia was a
McCaffery and her father Bernard “Barney” had come from Ireland. James filled out a research card but
was skeptical they would find anything. Much to his surprise, a few months later he received a card
confirming the Baptism of Bernard Caffery in Knockninny Parish in May 1844.

Their trip included a day visit with Paddy Heaney who was most accommodating and happy to see them.
They spent a couple hours at Paddy’s house discussing the history of both Heaney families. Paddy regaled
them with tales of his youth and the history of the Cadamstown area. Laois and Offaly county share a
border in this area. Paddy wrote a book titled “At the Foot of Slieve Bloom” which has a rich amount of
local and national Irish history.

Paddy joined them for a car tour of the area. One are of note was a drive up the Bothar or Mountain Road.
He stopped and showed them Barnascairt, the part of Glenleiter Valley where the 3 houses with Heaneys
was located. Further up the Bothar, he stopped and showed them “Heaney’s Bridge” which his
grandfather Pat had built in 1860.

The last stop was a church where many of the Heaney ancestors were buried. This is a monastic site
named Saighir in Clareen, Offaly County. Saighir is south of Kinnity Castle off R421.



The following pages contain details about the Cadamstown area and Paddy’s tour. The Slieve
Bloom area draws many tourists for its history and the wonderful outdoor activities available.

Tullamore

The Offaly county seat is Tullamore with a population of about 15,000 people. It is famous for
its Irish Whiskey Tullamore Dew which is known worldwide. There are a number of places of
interest which makes Tullamore a worthwhile stop on any visit to the Midlands.




Cadamstown, Offaly

Cadamstown is about 25 minutes south of Tullamore on R421. Paddy Heaney lived in a small
house behind the Old Mill at the intersection of R421 and the road at the west end of the village.
There is a "My Little Tea and Craft Shop" on the corner opposite the intersecting road.

Cadamstown Intersection




Glenleiter Valley and Barnascairt

Glenleiter Valley is ~ 1,400 acres adjacent to Cadamstown and the Slieve Bloom Mountains with
6 towns that were probably only known in name by the inhabitants. It traverses the Offaly and
Laois County borders. Barnascairt was the Heaney’s domain and the 1821 Census had 14
Heaney's living in 3 houses there. Just south from the tea shop, there is a Bothar, or mountain
road also known as Hogan's Road which intersects R421 and takes you through the valley. Pat
Heaney's bridge is on that road, where it crosses the Silver River.
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Kinnity Castle
Further south on R421 is Kinnity Castle. According to Paddy, a Heaney was caught crossing

through the grounds and charged with trespassing. Given the choice of an apology or jail time he
chose jail as he felt the land was not private and he had a right to cross it.

Kinnity Castle




Saighir Monastic Site

Saighir was founded by St. Ciaran who was born (¢ 530) in pagan Ireland but had left for Rome
to receive Christian baptism and to study the Scriptures. In Rome for twenty or thirty years, he
was ordained a bishop, and returned to Ireland. On the way, he is said to have met St. Patrick in
Italy and from him received a clapperless bell; whence Patrick told Ciaran to found a church
when the bell should miraculously sound, and nearby would be a cold spring. Upon returning to
Ireland, he evangelized his paternal kinsmen, the Osraighe (Ossory), and passed through their
territory over the Slieve Bloom Mountains when he heard the tongueless bell sound, and nearby
was a spring of cold water.

The cemetery has some old Heaney tombstones and one placed by a descendant of Ossory. I
recall Paddy saying they would carry the coffin on their shoulders in a funeral procession about 6
miles to the church for burial.

Saighir




